VAZHAKVNNAM AS A PROPAGATOR AND INTERPRETER OF SRIMADBHAGAVATAM

Gumvayurappa. Vazhakunnam was little known before his asso-
ciation with Srikrishna temple, Guruvayur. It was from this centre
that his devotion, his literary talents, his tendency for recitation, his
eloquence, his political aptitude, all got well developed and sub-
limated. His contact with the numerous bhaktas, who frequented
the temple, nourished and boosted his devotional attitude. For
improving the literary talents he got the vast and beautiful arena of
Krishna's story. The variety of situations and topics, the curiousity
of attentive assemblages, and the auspicious premises of the temple
awakened the orator in Vazhakunnam. The temple atmosphere
resonant with the beautiful laudatory verses of Melputtur, simple
lines of Puntanam, and the ever repeated Bhagavata and above all
the taintless form that shone in the shrine had their influence in the
making of the poet. Guruvayur too was benefitted by him. People
thronged again and again to get themselves blessed and satisfied
by witnessing the Lord and drinking the sweet nectar that flowed
from the master story-teller. Bhagavata received larger accep-
tance and popularity. The Bhagavata text was even identified as
an alternative form of Bhagavan; Poojas were initiated with
Bhagavata substituted for Bhagavan. Guruvayur became a dy-
namic centre of devotion with involvement of larger number of
devotees. Gradually Guruvayur became famous as a centre of
bhakti cult tending to excel other well known centres of bhakti
like Ambalappuzha, Trichambaram, Kodungallur and the like.

Bhagavata interpretations of Vazhakunnam had also the re-
productive aspect resulting in a new generation of fresh Bhagavata
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